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CHRISTINA BARRUETA is an award-winning freelance food, 
beverage and travel writer. In 2016, she was inducted into the 

Arizona Culinary Hall of Fame as Food Writer of the Year, and her 
website WriteOnRubee.com was recognized in Arizona Foothills 

Magazine as Favorite Local Food Website. She has also served 
as a cocktail and culinary judge for events such as Taste of the 

Nation, Dish it Out, Devour Phoenix, and the United States 
Bartending Guild, and has written for local and national print publications such as AZ 

Wine Lifestyle, the Arizona Republic, WhereTraveler, Four Seasons Resort, 
Montage, and the Scottsdale Visitors Bureau. Her website WriteOnRubee.com 

covers topics including restaurants, resorts, travel, cocktails, events, and interviews 
with local industry professionals and national culinary luminaries such as Lydia 

Bastianich and Paul Bartolotta. 

 
TERI CARNICELLI has been editor of the North Central News 
since August 2003. She has been a professional journalist in 

Arizona since 1994, working in weekly newspapers, monthly 
trade magazines, daily newspapers, and online. She also has sat 

on the board of the Valley of the Sun Pro Chapter of the Society 
of Professional Journalists (SPJ) since 2003, serving as secretary, 

vice president, president and treasurer. She is a past director for 
Region 11 of SPJ, which includes Arizona, California, Hawaii and Nevada. Teri 

graduated in 1993 from Humboldt State University in Arcata, Calif., with a bachelor’s 
in Journalism, and a minor in Public Relations. 

 
MICHELLE TALSMA EVERSON graduated from Northern 

Arizona University with degrees in both public relations and print 
journalism. An avid storyteller, she has written and edited for a 

variety of local, regional and national publications. As a public 
relations professional, she has experience working with a myriad 

of clients, including nonprofits, schools and small businesses. An 
expert on “both sides of the fence” (journalism and public 

relations), she believes that everyone has a story to tell. 
 



MARITZA L. FÉLIX is an award-winning journalist who has been 

published in major newspapers in the U.S., Mexico and other 
countries. She is a member of the National Association of 

Hispanic Journalists and part of the ethnic media organization 
New America Media, as well as a leader in the Arizona Latino 

Media Association. In 2009, she joined the editorial team of 
Prensa Hispana. And in 2015, Félix moved from print to 

broadcast when she joined Telemundo Arizona. She also produced a documentary 
for Discovery Channel called “Mysteries of Faith”. 

 

MELISSA FITTRO is the North Valley Reporter for Independent 

Newsmedia at the Scottsdale and Paradise Valley Independents. 
Getting her start in high school, Fittro has worked in all three 

Independent offices throughout the Valley. First interning during 
high school, she joined the East Valley paper following her 

graduation from the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism.  
 

CATRINA KAHLER is the publisher of the Downtown Phoenix Journal. She is also 
the founder of Urban Affair.  

 
ANGIE KOEHLE is a reporter at ABC 15 covering business, 

money, real estate, personal finance and jobs. She has more than 
a decade of experience writing, reporting, anchoring, producing, 

shooting and editing. Angie was part of the team that won back to 
back Pennsylvania Broadcasters Association Awards for Best 

Breaking News Station. 
 
DEBRA KROL has more than 15 years' experience as a journalist, 
covering Indian Country, environmental issues, travel and politics 

in the West. She attended Arizona State University, majoring in 
cellular biology with a minor in writing. She has received nine 

Tribal Media Awards from the Native American Journalists 
Association and an Arizona Press Club award. Currently the 

Valley of the Sun SPJ chapter secretary and a graduate of SPJ’s 
Diversity Leadership Program, Debra has served on many other boards and volunteer 

positions and has been honored with three major fellowships, including UNITY: 
Journalists for Diversity's five-year Mentor Program, and several other awards. 

 
CASEY KUHN is a senior field correspondent for KJZZ-FM.  

 



ILANA LOWERY was named editor-in-chief of the Phoenix 

Business Journal in 2013. Lowery joined the Business Journal as 
a reporter and projects editor in 1995. As a reporter she covered 

banking and finance, travel, aviation, tourism, nonprofits and 
sports business. Prior to the Phoenix Business Journal, she was 

an editor for Independent Newspapers Inc. Before moving to the 
Valley in 1989, Ilana served as a reporter and editor for Pulitzer 

Newspapers in Chicago. She also worked as a script-writer and associate producer 
for WMAQ-TV, the NBC affiliate in Chicago. A 1986 graduate of the University of 

Illinois, Lowery is a 2014 Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce Athena Award 
finalist, is on the board of Gabriel’s Angels, and is a member of the Hon Kachina 

Board of Governors. 
 
JENNIFER MCCLELLAN is a food and dining reporter for The 
Arizona Republic/azcentral.com. She began her career as a 

features writer for the newspaper in 2009. She has been covering 
food and dining since 2012, focusing on such topics as 

restaurant openings and closings, menu trends, recipe features, 
and Arizona food producers. In 2015, Jennifer was a member of 

the team that was awarded Best Newspaper Food Coverage 
from the Association of Food Journalists. She graduated from the Walter Cronkite 

School of Journalism at Arizona State University with a bachelor’s in Journalism, and 
minors in Political Science and Spanish. 

 
BETH MCRAY is co-owner of Trends magazine. 

 
TYSON MILANOVICH took over as Executive Producer of 

ABC15 mornings in March of 2015.  He previously spent 12 
years as a producer at KTVK 3TV, working on shows covering all 

time periods.  Originally from Seattle, Tyson is a 1996 graduate of 
the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism & Mass Communication 

at ASU and resides in Tempe. 
 

JESSE MILLARD is a recent graduate from the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication. He interned at AZ Big Media in 2014, and is glad to 

return as Digital Editor. An Arizona native, Jesse spends most of his spare time 
listening to records, riding his bike around Downtown Phoenix and writing the 

occasional short story. He also enjoys watching movies, and most TV shows and is a 
big fan of the show M.A.S.H. 

 
CRAIG OUTHIER is editor of Phoenix magazine. 

 
JULIA C. PATRICK is the publisher of Frontdoors.com.  



 

KRIS PICKEL is an award-winning journalist. She 
earned an Edward R. Murrow award for investigating police use 

of force against civilians in Tucson during riots following the 
NCAA championships. She has won 7 Emmy awards. She is 

currently an anchor/reporter at CBS 5 KPHO in Phoenix. She 
previously worked in Cleveland, Sacramento, Tucson, Reno and 

Grand Junction. 
 
REBECCA RHOADES is the editor of Phoenix Home & Garden magazine. 
 
RICHARD RUELAS is an Arizona native who has worked as a journalist in Phoenix 
since 1993. He started at the Phoenix bureau of The Associated Press before 

moving to The Phoenix Gazette. He filed the final story for the Gazette and joined the 
staff of The Arizona Republic, where he works as a reporter. He has appeared as a 

guest on television and radio shows and is an occasional fill-in host for the public 
affairs programs, “Horizon” and “Horizonte.” Ruelas graduated from the Walter 

Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication at Arizona State University 
and has taught classes there. 

 
LAUREN SARIA has been food editor of the Phoenix New Times since April 2015. 

She has been working as a professional journalist since 2013 and earned Bachelor 
of Journalism and Master of Mass Communication degrees from the Walter Cronkite 

School of Journalism at Arizona State University. Before becoming the food editor, 
she worked as a full-time food writer for the Phoenix New Times and her 2014 cover 

story “Power,” about bread and grain in Phoenix, is a finalist in the “Newspaper Food 
Feature” category of the Association of Food Journalists Awards this year. 

 
ERIC JAY TOLL has been with the Phoenix Business Journal 

since 2014. He was a city planner and economic developer for 30 
years before becoming the senior correspondent for Arizona 

Builder’s Exchange and a freelance writer seven years ago. Toll 
started his career as a newswriter for CBS Radio in Chicago and 

worked as a radio station and advertising agency account 
executive in Michigan, Arizona, Oregon and California before 

becoming a planner. He work as a planner in California, Nevada, Utah and Arizona, 
including 17 years as an agency director. Toll is an alum of Southern Illinois 

University and Sonoma State University. 
 



DOUGLAS TOWNE is a longtime journalist and history buff, and 

currently the editor of Arizona Contractor and Community 
magazine, which recently celebrated its fifth anniversary. The 

magazine specializes in feature articles on fascinating, little-known 
events in Arizona history, usually related to construction 

companies or individuals in the field. Douglas also serves as 
journal and newsletter editor for the Society for Commercial 

Archeology, the oldest nationwide organization devoted to roadside vernacular 
architecture of the “gas, food and lodging” theme. He is a history contributor to 

PHOENIX magazine, having authored more than 30 articles including the cover 
stories, “Phoenix in the 1920s” and “the Arizona Centennial.” Douglas also writes a 

monthly history column for the Arizona Republic and has contributed articles to the 
Journal of Arizona History, Modern Phoenix, and Route 66 magazine. 

 
RALPH ZUBIATE is the executive editor at the East Valley Tribune. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


